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Chin not on polygraph
since 197 0, CIA admits

|

Warren Strobel
WASHIGTON TRES

. CIA Director William J. Casey said that.
about 1S5 percent of the agency’s employees

iuliedeuarptmmovumehsg
10 years and that convicted spy Larry Wu-Thi

- Chin “was one of those missed.”

Mz Casey disclosed the gap in the agencys
security program in a letter last month to Rep.
icia Schroeder, Colorado

But. he aid. “cnmpeting demands on
mhwplmmdmfmm-dnnglm

Chin, a naturalized US. citizen, was con-
victed last Friday on 17 counts of espionage,
income tax fraud and failing to report money
held in a foreign bank. His spying career as
an employee of the Foreign Broadcast Infor-
mation Service, a semi-public CIA office, al-
legedly covered more than three decades.

In papers filed in federal court before his
trial, prosecutors stated that Chin received in
1970 the only polygraph test he would un-
dergo during his 30 years with the CIA —a
test which he passed.

Mr Casey’s letter was in reply to an inquiry
from Mrs. Schroeder about CIA polygraph
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Judiciary
“is an excellent investigative tool in large part

because the Americans who are tested on the
polygraph react.

“The polygraph works less well with [cer-
tain ethnic groups], for example, who are in a-

theymmkmwunmdm Me
Stein said. “Lying is not accepted in the
United States and, therefore, the polygraph
works somewhat better”

Mr. Casey said in his Jan. 21 Jetter 0 Mrs.

Schroeder that the CIA has beem forced .

limit polygraph tests ® priority employees.
“Until we get the resources we need, our
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priorities
cants; (2) employees completing their
yurmob-nmwpuni.(a)wm

turning from overseas; and (4) empioyees |
who have not been reinvestigated in the last

five years,” Mr. Casey said.
His letter came after Mrs. Schroeder wrote

- to inquire why Chin was given only a singie

test and to confirm a statement by retired
Gen. Richard Stilwell, a security expert, that
more sophisticated polygraph procedures
have been developed since 1970.

“Over the years, the CIA polygraph pro-

and training, examination techniques, and the
quality control procedures.”

Mrs. Schroeder chairs a subcommittee of
the House Committee on Post Office and Civil
Service, which shares jurisdiction over gov-
ernment polygraph practices.

The congresswoman could not be reached
for comment yesterday, and an aide t the
subcommittee declined comment on Mrs.
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ClAspohswomm said, “That’s

Ms. Volz said. “I can't even confirm that there

is such a letter”
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